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School 


Dr. Allen F. Gillihan, Health Officer of San Luis 


Obispo County, presented a paper under the above 


title at the annual meeting of California health offi- 


| School Grade Enrollment 
cers held in San Diego September 27. Dr. Gillihan 1077 Kindergartens ______-_. 82,283 i 
defined school economics ‘‘through the preventive 4058 Elementary schools__--- 695,135 i 
medicine glasses of public health’’ as that study which = 153 Junior high schoosl_____ 113,963 f 
treats of the distribution of wealth with reference to $63 High schools.__....._-_- 498,483 : f 
schooling from the public health point of view. He 36 Junior colleges-___----_ 16,918 } 
said that it is not the mere spending of money that — . 
should claim our interest, but what is accomplished— 9687 schools enrolling-_-~_~_- 1,406,782 in 1929-30 1 


the net results to be obtained only through the spend- 
ing of money—in other words, the results obtained 
from our purchases. ‘‘If the proper purchases are 


made, school public health can be purchased, but no 513,319 
matter how much money is spent on improper pur- 997,300 
School teaching is an industry, just as is the manu- Te ee co 712,818 q 
facture of shoes or automobiles. California is engaged 862,461 
in this industry. There is invested in this State in 1,055,752 


than $496,000,000, which may be segregated as fol- 
lows: 


Elementary $232,635,000 


Junior high 41,094.000 COST OF A YEAR’S TUITION 
Total State $496, 529 000 239.32 


This represents the size of our fanny. The 


amount of material our industry is handling is repre-— 


sented by school enrollment, which is.as follows: 


The business of our industry is still growing. 


TOTAL STATE ENROLLMENT 


A unit of cost in our industry is shown by the 
annual cost of education per child in 1930-31. 


Notwithstanding this enormous outlay we can not 
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say that this industry is flourishing for we are 
informed that about eight out of every one hundred 
children repeat one or more grades. In a big manu- 
facturing plant if they were compelled to remachine 


eight out of every hundred parts they manufactured, 


I would be inclined to feel that something was wrong. 


Enrollment in elementary schools in 


695,135 


The cost of a year’s training in the elementary 


schools is $102.05. This equals $5,675,000 lost in the 


elementary schools in California in the year 1929-80. 
A child who is compelled to repeat a course is retarded 
One year, during which he must be fed, clothed and 
housed. Dublin and Lotka have determined that for 
the average child this is worth $394.14. Fifty-five 
thousand, six hundred and ten repeaters have cost 
their parents for this wasted year in California $21,- 
918,125.40, indicating a loss of $27,593,000. 

In the county of San Luis Obispo with a popula- 
tion of about 30,000 and an enrollment in elementary 
schools of 4169, there were in the year 1931-32 220 
repeaters; 54 repeaters per 100 pupils. The State 
averaged 8 repeaters per 100 pupils; 220 repeaters 
at $102.05 equals $22,451. : 


One grows weary attempting to grasp the meaning © 
- disease he had, and not on the real cause, mismanage- 


of these totals in the red. Let us view our industry 
from the ‘results obtained’ point of view as in the 
end it is only the results obtained that count. — 


Knowledge of preventive medicine is easily obtain- 


able. It should be the property of every individual, 


learned in his school days so that he can maintain his — 
health through life. It should be taught properly in 


our public schools but the world rightly feels that edu- 
cation is being overloaded—too many subjects—too 
much ‘dead wood’ for the growing mind to carry 
in its preparation for the adult life of this genera- 


tion, to say nothing of the adult life of the future. 


A criticism: Regarding the instructing of mental 
defective children in the same classroom where nor- 
mal children are taught; and it is unfortunate that 


this is done altogether too frequently in the smaller 


schools in this State. A fifteen-year-old boy many 
have advanced to a ten-year mental age class but can 
go no further. The habits of thought and play of 
fifteen-year-old boys differ from the habits and 
thoughts of ten-year-old boys. To permanently keep 
such a boy in the ten-year mental age class would be 
as foolish as to pass him along to class after class as 
his years of life increase without his being able to 
profit thereby. In either event he would require an 
undue amount of attention from his teacher, whose 


- time could be given to him only by stealing time 


from the normal children in the class. The presence 
of an abnormal child distracts the attention of the 
other children from their studies. Those who are 
behind in their work to such an extent as to distract 
the attention of classmates as well as to require undue 


attention from the teacher should be placed in specia! 


backward classes and under teachers prepared to 
handle such mental defectives. a 
Another criticism can be made in regard to a cor- 
rect convalescent program. After having been sick at 
home for some weeks from a disease such as whooping 


cough or scarlet fever a child returns to school. The 


active health department has seen that he is free 
from infection before allowing him to again mix with 
his classmates. He is now attending school every 
day and is no longer wasting the sixty-five cents of 
school funds per day by being absent, but why try to 
make him speed up his work to catch up with the 
class; he has been sick, why throw extra strain on the 
already strained body mechanism? The ill effects of 
this may not be seen at first. He returns to school 


and is stimulated to catch up, over-works himself, and 
shows this strain later in his work—whereas, if his 


strength had been conserved on returning to school 
until he had gradually gotten into his old stride, the 
good effect would have been felt by preventing a 
breakdown. This breakdown 1s usually blamed on the 


ment. 

Still another criticism is in the teaching of personal 
hygiene in our schools. Why teach a school child the 
necessity of keeping the hands clean, and then, as in 
many places, provide the school only with a fly- 
infested drop privy with no place at which to wash 
the hands? If there happens to be water available 
probably there will be no towel, and if there happens 
to be a towel in such a school, most likely it will be 
a dirty common towel. The common facts of pre- 
ventive medicine have been proven to be true time and 
time again; the teacher should be better prepared, and 
be given ample opportunity to teach and demonstrate 
them. Teaching and not applying preventive medi- 
cine would be as useless as to teach every citizen the 
very complicated particulars regarding the spectra 
of the different types of fixed stars when no applica- 
tion whatever was to be made of such knowledge in 
after life. It would be a downright waste of energy, 
time and money.’’ 


(Continued in next issue) 


We spend six times as much for funerals and 
tombstones each year as we appropriate for public 
health service—James M. Parrott, M.D., State 
Health Officer, North Carolina. 
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CALIFORNIA WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
NOVEMBER 11 AND 12 


Governor James Rolph, Jr., has called the Califor- 
nia White House Conference on Child Health and 
Protection to meet in San Francisco November 11 and 
1°. This conference will be under the direction of 
Dr. Giles 8. Porter, Director of the California Depart- 
nent of Public Health; Vierling Kersey, Director, 
California Department of Education; and Mrs. 
Rieba Crawford Splivalo, Director, California 
Department of Social Welfare. 


Governor Rolph has appointed Dr. Robert Gordon 


Sproul, President of the University of California, 
as Chairman of the conference. He has also appointed 
Leland W. Cutler, President of the San Francisco 
Chamber of Commerce as Chairman of the Advisory 
Committee, the membership of which includes repre- 
scitatives of all state-wide organizations that are 
actively interested in the promotion of child welfare. 


Dr. William Palmer Lucas, pediatrician of San 


Franciseo, has been appointed Chairman of the Medi- 
cal Service Group; Dr. John J. Sippy of Stockton, 
health officer of San Joaquin. County, has been 
appointed Chairman of Public Health Service and 
Administration; Dr. Edna W. Bailey of the Univer- 
sity of California, has been appointed Chairman of 
Edueation and Training, and Mrs. T. E. Shucking of 
Sin Francisco has been appointed Chairman of Social 
Service. These groups have all entered upon their 
activities in preparation for the conference. Follow- 
ine the State conference at San Francisco November 
li and 12, district conferences will be held at Los 
Angeles, Oakland, Fresno and Sacramento. Confer- 
ences will be held in the individual counties and 
communities of the State at a later time. The whole 
program of the California White House Conference 
will be earried out over a two-year period. The 
meeting to be held in November will launch these 
activities, which will extend into the most remote 
corners of the State. 


The general objectives of all Bes health nursing 
scrvices are— 

1. To assist in educating individuals and families to 
p-otect their own health. | 


2. To assist in the adjustment of family and social 
conditions that affect health. 


3. To assist in correlating all health and social pro- 
crams for the welfare of the family and community. 


4. To assist in educating the community to develop 


alequate public health facilities Wisconsin Health 
bulletin, 


BIRDS OF PSITTACINE FAMILY 
QUARANTINED 


Because of the appearance of psittacosis in individ- 
uals residing in Montana, Minnesota and other States, 
contracted through contact with parrakeets shipped 


from California, the Surgeon General of the United 


States Public Health Service, on September 28, estab- 
lished an interstate quarantine covering parrots, 
parrakeets and other birds of the psittacine family. 
The regulation reads as follows: 


AMENDMENT No. 2 TO THE UNITED STATES 
INTERSTATE QUARANTINE REGULATIONS, ‘PUB- 
LIC HEALTH SERVICE 


Treasury Department, 
Office of the Secretary, 
Washington, September 28, 1932. 


In accordance with the provisions of the Act of Congress 
approved February 15, 1893, the United States Interstate 


Quarantine Regulations are hereby amended by the acdition 
of Section 154 as follows: 


TRANSPORTATION OF PARROTS, PARRAKEETS AND OTHER BIRDS 
OF THE PSITTACINE FAMILY 


153. No person, firm or corporation shall offer for ship- 
ment in interstate traffic, and no contmon carrier shall accept 
for shipment or transport in interstate traffic, any par- 
rot, parrakeet, love bird, macaw, cockatoo, lory, lorikeet, 
or any other bird of the parrot or psittacine family, unless 
an accompanying certificate has been obtained from the 


» State health authority to the effect that to the best of the 


knowledge and belief of such authority such bird as may be 


offered for shipment has orginated from an aviary, or other 


distributing establishment, free from psittacosis infection. 


A. A. BALLANTINE, 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 


In order to comply with the provisions of these 
regulations, it became necessary for the Director of 


the California Department of Public Health to place 
birds of the psittacine family in California under 


isolation and quarantine. The following order cover- 
ing this subject was issued to all local health officers 
on October 6, 1932: 


T'o All Health O ficers: 


Under the provisions of Section 2979 of the Political Code 
of California, you are hereby directed to isolate every bird 


of the psittacine family within the territory under your | 


jurisdiction. Isolation in this case means confinement upon 
the premises where such bird is now located. The area of 
isolation shall be determined by the local health officer and 


no bird under isolation shall be moved without the written 


permission of the local health officer. 

You are directed, further, to quarantine all birds of the 
psittacine family upon all premises where birds known to 
be infected with psittacosis are located. All such premises 
shall be placarded with the standard quarantine placard 
as provided in Rule 3, Section 13 of the Public Health Act 
as amended by Chapter 360, Statutes, 1927. 

Any violation of isolation or quarantine as provided in 
this order constitutes a misdemeanor and may be prosecuted 
as such. 


Yours very truly. 
Gites S. Porter, M.D., 
Director of Public Health. 


It is believed that through the enforcement of this 


nation-wide plan of control, the further spread of 
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psittacosis will be prevented. Successful results 
depend very largely upon the cooperation of individ- 
ual dealers and owners of birds of the psittacine 
family in strict compliance with these quarantine 
regulations. 


GOOD RULES FOR CHILD DEVELOPMENT 


The Massachusetts Society for Mental Hygiene in a 
recently published pamphlet is responsible for the fol- 
lowing excellent statement of fundamentals in the 
mental development of children: — 

‘‘Children have different kinds of minds; some are 


bright, some are backward, some are quick but care- 


less, others slow but sure. Some make better use of 
their heads, some of their hands. 


Things to do: 

Give him playmates of his own age and ability. 

When he asks for information, answer him truth- 
fully and explain in words he can understand. 

Read to him and tell him stories and encourage him 
to do the same. 

Teach him to use his hands and his body as well as 
his head. 

Encourage him to make things. Give him tools and 
materials and a place where he will not be disturbed. 

Begin early to give him small responsibilities. 
When possible, let him make decisions and take the 


consequences. 


Things to avoid: | 
_ Don’t show off a child in company. 
Don + make fun of his reasoning. — 
Don’t hurry a slow child.’”’ 


MORBIDITY * — 
Diphtheria. 
49 cases of diphtheria have been reported. Those 
communities reporting 10 or more eases are as fol- 
lows: Los Angeles 26. 


Influenza. 


123 cases of influenza have been reported. Those 
communities reporting 10 or more eases are as fol- 
lows: Los Angeles 79. There has also been an 
epidemic of influenza at Alturas but the number of 
eases is not known. 


Measles. 


12 cases of measles have been reported, the cases 
being scattered over the State. 


*From reports received October 17th and 18th for week 
ending October 15th. 


Scarlet Fever. 


90 cases of scarlet fever have been reported, 
Those communities reporting 10 or more cases are 
as follows: Los Angeles 23. | | 


Whooping Cough. 


149 cases of whooping cough have been reporte’. 
Those communities reporting 10 or more cases ave 
as follows: Oakland 11, Los Angeles County 12, Log . 


Angeles 22, Monterey County 10, San Diego 10, San 
Francisco 23. 


Smallpox. 
2 cases of smallpox have been reported, as fol- 


_ lows: Redlands 1, Ventura County 1. 
Typhoid Fever. | 


6 cases of typhoid fever have been reported, as 
follows: Colusa County 1, Colusa 1, Kern County 1, 
Los Angeles 1, South Pasadena 1, Bell 1. 

Anthrax. 

One case of anthrax from Stanislaus County has 
been reported. 

Meningitis (Epidemic). 

3 cases of epidemic meningitis have been reported, 
as follows: San Bernardino County 1, San Bernar- 
dino 1, Tulare County 1. 

Poliomyelitis. 

3 cases of poliomyelitis have been reported, as fol- 
lows: Berkeley 1, Fresno 1, Glendora 1. 

Rabies (Human). 

One case of human rabies from Glendale has been 


reported. 


Food Poisoning. 


77 cases of food poisoning have been reported, as 
follows: Los Angeles County 7, Los Angeles 47, San 
Francisco 23. 


Undulant Fever. 


3 cases of undulant fever have been reported, as 
follows: San Francisco 1, Santa Clara County |, 
Stanislaus County 1. 


Coccidioidal Granuloma. 


2 cases of coccidioidal granuloma have bee: 
reported, as follows: Bakersfield 1, Los Angeles 1. 


$342.12 ¥ 
SAN: PIANC I CALIF 


97685 10-32 6M 


CALIFORNIA STATE PRINTING OFFICE 


| 
te 
4 
“ 
Ag 
* 
of 
uh 
Bes: 
> 
a 
— 
‘ 
» 
ai 
1 
me 


